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Executive Director recommendation

| recommend to the Heritage Council of Victoria (Heritage Council) that the Former Wesleyan Church, Parsonage and
Common School, located at 44-46 James Street, Port Fairy, Moyne Shire in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) be
amended. The category of registration is recommended to be Registered Place.

In accordance with section 62 of the Heritage Act 2017 (the Act), | suggest that the Heritage Council determine:
¢ toinclude additional land in the VHR (section 49(1)(d)(i) and (ii) of the Act).

iy

STEVEN AVERY
Executive Director, Heritage Victoria
Date of recommendation: 12 January 2026
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The process from here

1. The Heritage Council publishes the Executive Director’s recommendation (section 41)

The Heritage Council will publish the Executive Director's recommendation on its website for a period of 60 days.

2. Making a submission to the Heritage Council (sections 44 and 45)

Within the 60-day publication period, any person or body may make a written submission to the Heritage Council. This
submission can support the recommendation, or object to the recommendation and a hearing can be requested in relation
to the submission. Information about making a submission and submission forms are available on the Heritage Council’s
website.

3. Heritage Council determination (sections 46, 46A and 49)

The Heritage Council is an independent statutory body. It is responsible for making the final determination to include or
not include the place, object or land in the VHR or amend a place, object or land already in the VHR.

If no submissions are received the Heritage Council must make a determination within 40 days of the publication closing
date.

If submissions are received, the Heritage Council may decide to conduct a hearing in relation to the submission. The
Heritage Council must conduct a hearing if a submission requests a hearing, and that submission is made is made by
person or body with a real or substantial interest in the place, object or land.

If a hearing does take place, the Heritage Council must make a determination within 90 days after the completion of the
hearing.
4. Obligations of owners of places, objects and land (sections 42, 42A, 42B, 42C, 42D and 43)

The owner of a place, object or land which is the subject of a recommendation to the Heritage Council has certain
obligations under the Act. These relate to advising the Executive Director in writing of any works or activities that are
being carried out, proposed or planned for the place, object or land.

The owner also has an obligation to provide a copy of this statement of recommendation to any potential purchasers of
the place, object or land before entering into a contract.
5. Further information

The relevant sections of the Act are provided at the end of this report.
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History

Eastern Maar
The Eastern Maar have had an unbroken connection to the land and waters around Port Fairy from time immemorial.

Easten Maar Country includes the area between the Shaw and Eumeralla rivers, and from Yambuk in the south to
beyond Lake Linlithgow in the north.

The Yoorrook Justice Commission recorded how colonisation brought irreparable damage to First Peoples in Victoria with
the introduction of diseases, massacres, dispossession from Country, confinement on missions and reserves, forced
labour, separation of families and ongoing policies and practices that perpetuate systemic injustice."

The Eastern Maar continue to live, work, practice culture and manage land and waters around Port Fairy.

Wesleyan Methodist Church

In 1843, James Atkinson purchased 5,120 acres of land from the Crown at a cost of £1 per acre and undertook the
Special Survey that laid out the township of Port Fairy, at the time known as Belfast.

The Wesleyans were first granted land in James Street, Port Fairy by Atkinson’s Special Survey claim in 1843. Four years
later in 1847, the foundation stone of the original church building (now demolished) was laid, in the approximate location
of where the former Common School now stands.

The present-day church began construction in 1855, when the foundation stone was laid by William Witton, one of the
first Wesleyan ministers in Victoria.? The church was built in a simple colonial Georgian style. It features carvings by
sculptor Walter McGill, including a bust of John Wesley to the upper front fagade, a large scallop shell in the lunette over
the door, and ornamented keystones to the front windows, carved from local tufa, a type of porous rock formed from
volcanic ash from Tower Hill.3

The parsonage on the north side of the church was built after 1885 when the congregation acquired the land. The porch
to the front entry of the church is a 1933 addition.

Wesleyan Common School

From 1857, the first Wesleyan denominational school operated from the original church building. With the introduction of
the Common Schools Act 1862, Denominational and National School Boards were abolished in favour of a single Board
of Education, comprised of members representing the principal churches.* In Port Fairy, in addition to the Wesleyan
Common School there was also a Presbyterian Common School, Church of England Common School, National Common
School and a Catholic school. The design of the Wesleyan common school is notable for its ornamentation, which was
unusual for common schools which were typically plain in appearance.

As a result of the introduction of the Education Act 1872, which made education secular, compulsory, and free, the five
Common Schools in Port Fairy were amalgamated into the Port Fairy State School, and the Wesleyan Common School
building was retained as a church hall and Sunday School.®

The Former Wesleyan Methodist Church, Parsonage and Common School became part of the Uniting Church in 1977.
The former parsonage was sold into private ownership in 1994,

Selected bibliography

C. Parker. A History of State Education in Victoria. 1922.

L. J. Blake. Vision and realisation: a centenary history of state education in Victoria, vol. 2. 1973.

" Yoorrook Justice Commission. Truth be Told. 2025.

2 Moyne Shire. Port Fairy Heritage Citations. 2015, p80.

3 National Trust of Australia (Victoria). Victorian Churches: Their origins, their story & their architecture, edited by Miles Lewis. 1991, p140.
4 C. Parker. A History of State Education in Victoria. 1922, p58-60.

5. J. Blake. Vision and realisation: a centenary history of state education in Victoria, vol. 2. 1973, p. 908.

Statement of Recommendation from the Executive Director, Heritage Victoria Page 4
Former Wesleyan Church, Parsonage and Common School, VHR H0884



Moyne Shire. Port Fairy Heritage Citations. 2015.

National Trust of Australia (Victoria). Victorian Churches: Their origins, their story & their architecture, edited by Miles
Lewis. 1991.

Statement of Recommendation from the Executive Director, Heritage Victoria Page 5
Former Wesleyan Church, Parsonage and Common School, VHR H0884



Images

1861. Wesleyan Church. Source: SLV.

2008. Former Wesleyan Church.
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1978. Uniting Church (old Wesleyan Church, James Street. 2025. Carving to lunette above entrance.
Source: SLV. Note detailed carvings.
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Further information

Registered Aboriginal Party information

The Former Wesleyan Methodist Church, Parsonage and Common School is located on the land of the Eastern Maar
people.

Under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006, the Registered Aboriginal Party for this land is the Eastern Maar Aboriginal
Corporation.

Native Title

Native Title is the recognition in Australian law that some Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to hold
rights and interests in land and water. Native Title is not granted by governments. It is recognised through a determination
made by the Federal Court of Australia under the Native Title Act 1993 (Cth).

On 27 July 2011, the Federal Court found that the Gunditjimara and Eastern Maar peoples hold co-existing native title over
some areas of Crown Land in the south-west of Victoria.
Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register

The place is not included in the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register. The place is in an area of Aboriginal cultural
heritage sensitivity.
(17 December 2025)

Integrity

The integrity of the place is very good. The cultural heritage values of the Former Wesleyan Methodist Church,
Parsonage and Common School can be easily read in the extant fabric.

Intactness
The intactness of the place is very good.

There has been one addition to the Church, being the porch, but the place is still legible for its intended purpose.

Condition
The condition of the Former Wesleyan Methodist Church, Parsonage and Common School is very good.

Note: The condition of a place or object does not influence the assessment of its cultural heritage significance. A place or
object may be in very poor condition and still be of very high cultural heritage significance. Alternatively, a place or object
may be in excellent condition but be of low cultural heritage significance.

Statement of Recommendation from the Executive Director, Heritage Victoria Page 8
Former Wesleyan Church, Parsonage and Common School, VHR H0884



Amendment recommendation

State-level cultural heritage significance of the place

The State-level cultural heritage significance of the Former Wesleyan Methodist Church, Parsonage and Common School
was recognised in 1991 by its inclusion in the Register of Historic Buildings.

Amendment application

On 17 December 2025 the Executive Director made and accepted an application to amend the registration of the place to
ensure it is consistent with current practices under the Act.

Assessment of additional land and summary of significance

The information below is provided under s.40(3A)(c)(i)(ii) and s.40(4)(c)(i)(ii) as part of the Executive Director’s Statement
of Recommendation.

The Executive Director recommends that the Heritage Council amend this registration because it is his view that:

o The State-level cultural heritage significance of the place would be substantially less if the additional land or any part
of the additional land which is or has been used in conjunction with the place were developed [s.40(3A)(c)(i)].

e The additional land surrounds the place and is important to the protection or conservation of the place; or contributes
to the understanding of the place [s.40(3A)(c)(ii)].

The Executive Director notes that:
e The current extent:

— cuts through the middle of the parsonage due to a mapping error at the time of the initial registration in
1991.

— excludes the rear lot fronting Grant Street which provided historic rear access to the Church and
Common School.

e The land proposed for inclusion is currently and has been used in conjunction with the place since 1847 which is
over 170 years.

The Executive Director is of the view that:

e |f any of the additional land proposed for inclusion in the registration were developed, depending upon the nature
of the proposal, there is potential for the development to impact upon the Former Wesleyan Methodist Church,
Parsonage and Common School and substantially reduce its State-level cultural heritage significance.

¢ In the context of other nineteenth-century church complexes with registered land in the VHR, this is an outlier
because its current extent of registration does not cover all of the associated buildings that have historically
supported the operation of the church.

e The proposed inclusion of additional land will ensure that the entire parsonage is included in the extent of the
Registered Place and will be subject to a heritage approvals process to manage change.

e The proposed inclusion of the lot to the west, fronting Grant Street, will ensure that the entire allotment owned by
the church in 1885 (when Grant Street was appropriated from a previously private subdivision) is protected
through a heritage approvals process.

Change of name
Not Applicable.
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Statutory requirements under section 40

Terms of the recommendation (section 40(3)(a))

The Executive Director recommends that the registration of the Former Wesleyan Church, Parsonage and Common
School in the VHR is amended.

Information to identify the place or object or land (section 40(3)(b))

Number: H0884

Category: Registered Place.

Name: The Former Wesleyan Methodist Church Former Wesleyan Church, Parsonage and Common School
Location: 44-46 James Street, Port Fairy

Municipality: Moyne Shire

Proposed extent of registration

The Executive Director recommends that the extent of registration for the Former Wesleyan Church, Parsonage and
Common School be gazetted as:

All of the place shown hatched on Diagram 884, encompassing all of Lot 1 and Lot 2 on Plan of Subdivision 333053 and

ek D(IT]|

REGENT STREET

Lot 1 on TP894066.
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Non-statutory information about the proposed extent of registration

Aerial photo of the place showing proposed extent of registration

— D T —

Note: This aerial view provides a visual representation of the place. It is not a precise representation of the recommended extent of registration. Due to
distortions associated with aerial photography some elements of the place may appear as though they are outside the extent of registration.

Rationale for the proposed extent of registration

The recommended extent of registration comprises all elements and features of State-level cultural heritage significance,
including the entire parsonage and the rear lot to Grant Street.

The recommended extent of the registration is the same as the nominated extent of registration.

It should be noted that everything included in the proposed extent of registration including all of the land, all soft and hard
landscape features, plantings, and all buildings (exteriors, interiors and fixtures), is proposed for inclusion in the VHR. A
permit or permit exemption from Heritage Victoria is required for any works within the proposed extent of registration,
apart from those identified in the categories of works or activities in this recommendation.
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Summary of cultural heritage significance (section 40(4))

Statement of significance

The Former Wesleyan Church, Parsonage and Common School is on Eastern Maar Country.

What is significant?

The Former Wesleyan Church, Parsonage and Common School comprises a church built in 1855 to a neo-classical
design by local architect John Mason; a school built in 1870 under the Common Schools Act, though it also functioned for
most of its existence as a Sunday school; and a parsonage built after 1885 when the congregation acquired the land from
the adjacent lots.

How is it significant?

The Former Wesleyan Church, Parsonage and Common School satisfies the following criteria for inclusion in the
Victorian Heritage Register:

Criterion A
Importance to the course, or pattern, of Victoria’s cultural history.
Criterion D

Importance in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of cultural places and objects

Why is it significant?

The Former Wesleyan Church, Parsonage and Common School is historically significant for its association with the
establishment of the Wesleyan church in Victoria. The foundation stone was laid by William Witton, one of the most
significant figures in the establishment of Wesleyan Methodism in Victoria, developing churches in Melbourne,
Williamstown, Geelong, Portland, Port Fairy and Warrnambool. The site also has associations with pastoralist James
Atkinson’s 1843 Special Survey of Belfast, which provided grants of land for churches and other public buildings.
[Criterion A]

The Former Wesleyan Church, Parsonage and Common School is architecturally significant as a particularly fine example
of a nineteenth-century ecclesiastical complex. The design of the church is distinctive for its application of the neo-
classical, Georgian architectural tradition in a colonial context. The church also features carvings by sculptor Walter
McGill, including a bust of John Wesley to the upper front facade, a large scallop shell in the lunette over the door, and
ornamented keystones to the front windows. The design of the common school is notable for its ornamentation, which
was unusual for common schools which were typically plain in appearance. [Criterion D]
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Recommended permit exemptions under section 38

Introduction

A heritage permit is required for all works and activities undertaken in relation to VHR places and objects. Certain works
and activities are exempt from a heritage permit, if the proposed works will not harm the cultural heritage significance of
the heritage place or object.

Permit Policy

It is recommended that a Conservation Management Plan is utilised to manage the place in a manner which respects its
cultural heritage significance.

Permit Exemptions

General Permit Exemptions

General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the VHR. General exemptions have been designed to allow
everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to
proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Act.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommodate religious practices without a
permit, but you must notify the Executive Director before you start the works or activities at least 20 business days before
the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and
the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director as a determining referral authority, a permit is
not required.

Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below. Specific
exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or object and set out
works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions prevail if they conflict with
general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Specific Permit Exemptions

The Executive Director does not propose any specific permit exemptions for this place.
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Appendix 1: Important information for owners and interested parties

Heritage Council determination (section 49)

The Heritage Council is an independent statutory body that will make a determination on this recommendation under
section 49 of the Act. It will consider the recommendation after a period of 60 days from the date the notice of
recommendation is published on its website under section 41.

Making a submission to the Heritage Council (section 44)

Within the period of 60 days, any person or body may make a submission to the Heritage Council regarding the
recommendation and request a hearing in relation to that submission. Information about making a submission and
submission forms are available on the Heritage Council’s website. The owner can also make a submission about
proposed permit exemptions (Section 40(4)(d).

Consideration of submissions to the Heritage Council (section 46)
(1) The Heritage Council must consider—
(a) any written submission made to it under section 44; and

(b) any further information provided to the Heritage Council in response to a request under section 45.

Conduct of hearings by Heritage Council in relation to a recommendation (section 46A)

(1) The Heritage Council may conduct a hearing in relation to a recommendation under section 37, 38 or 39 in any
circumstances that the Heritage Council considers appropriate.

(2) The Heritage Council must conduct a hearing if—
(a) a submission made to it under section 44 includes a request for a hearing before the Heritage Council; and

(b) the submission is made by a person or body with a real or substantial interest in the place, object or land that
is the subject of the submission.

Determinations of the Heritage Council (section 49)

(1) After considering a recommendation that a place, object or land should or should not be included in the Heritage
Register and any submissions in respect of the recommendation and conducting any hearing, the Heritage Council
may—

(a) determine that the place or object is of State-level cultural heritage significance and is to be included in the
Heritage Register; or

(ab) in the case of a place, determine that—

(i) part of the place is of State-level cultural heritage significance and is to be included in the Heritage
Register; and

(i) part of the place is not of State-level cultural heritage significance and is not to be included in the
Heritage Register; or

(ac) in the case of an object, determine that—

(i) part of the object is of State-level cultural heritage significance and is to be included in the Heritage
Register; and

(i) part of the object is not of State-level cultural heritage significance and is not to be included in the
Heritage Register; or

(b) determine that the place or object is not of State-level cultural heritage significance and is not to be included
in the Heritage Register; or
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(c) inthe case of a recommendation in respect of a place, determine that the place or part of the place is not to
be included in the Heritage Register but—

(iy refer the recommendation and any submissions to the relevant planning authority or the Minister
administering the Planning and Environment Act 1987 to consider the inclusion of the place or part of
the place in a planning scheme in accordance with the objectives set out in section 4(1)(d) of that Act;
or

(i) determine that it is more appropriate for steps to be taken under the Planning and Environment Act
1987 or by any other means to protect or conserve the place or part of the place; or

(ca) in the case of a recommendation in respect of an object nominated under section 27A, determine that the
object, or part of the object, is to be included in the Heritage Register if it is integral to understanding the
cultural heritage significance of a registered place or a place the Heritage Council has determined to be
included in the Heritage Register; or

(d) inthe case of a recommendation in respect of additional land nominated under section 27B, determine that
the additional land, or any part of the additional land, is to be included in the Heritage Register if—

(i) the State-level cultural heritage significance of the place, or part of the place, would be substantially
less if the additional land or any part of the additional land which is or has been used in conjunction
with the place were developed; or

(i) the additional land or any part of the additional land surrounding the place, or part of the place, is
important to the protection or conservation of the place or contributes to the understanding of the
place.

(2) The Heritage Council must make a determination under subsection (1)—
(a) within 40 days after the date on which written submissions may be made under section 44; or
(b) if any hearing is conducted, within 90 days after the completion of the hearing.

(3) A determination made under subsection (1)(a), (ab), (ac), (ca) or (d)—

(a) may include categories of works or activities which may be carried out in relation to a place, object or land, or
part of a place, object or land, for which a permit under this Act is not required, if the Heritage Council
considers that the works or activities would not harm the cultural heritage significance of the place, object or
land; and

(b) must include a statement of the reasons for the making of the determination.

(4) If the Heritage Council determines to include a place, or part of a place, in the Heritage Register, the Heritage Council
may also determine to include land that is not the subject of a nomination under section 27B in the Heritage Register
as part of the place if—

(a) the land is ancillary to the place; and

(b) the person who owns the place, or part of the place—
(i) is the owner of the land; and
(i) consents to its inclusion.

(5) If a member of the Heritage Council makes a submission under section 44 in respect of a recommendation, the
member must not take part in the consideration or determination of the Heritage Council.

(6) The Heritage Council must notify the Executive Director of any determination under this section as soon as practicable
after the determination.

Obligations of owners (section 42, 42A, 42B, 42C, 42D)

42 Obligations of owners—to advise of works, permits etc. on foot when statement of recommendation given

(1) The owner of a place, object or land to whom a statement of recommendation has been given must advise the
Executive Director in writing of—
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(a) any works or activities that are being carried out in relation to the place, object or land at the time the
statement is given; and

(b) if the place, object or land is a place or additional land, any application for a planning permit or a building
permit, or any application for an amendment to a planning permit or a building permit, that has been made in
relation to the place or additional land but not determined at the time the statement is given; and

(c) any works or activities that are proposed to be carried out in relation to the place, object or land at the time
the statement is given.

(2) An advice under subsection (1) must be given within 10 days after the statement of recommendation is given under
section 40.

42A Obligations of owners before determination or inclusion in the Heritage Register—to advise of permits
(1) This section applies if—
(a) an owner of any of the following is given a statement of recommendation—
(i) a place or object nominated under section 27;
(i) an object nominated under section 27A,;
(iii) land nominated under section 27B; and

(b) any of the following occurs within the statement of recommendation period in relation to the place, object or
land—

(i) the making of an application for a planning permit or a building permit;
(i) the making of an application for an amendment to a planning permit or a building permit;
(iii) the grant of a planning permit or building permit;
(iv) the grant of an amendment to a planning permit or building permit.
(2) The owner must advise the Executive Director in writing of—

(a) the making of an application referred to in subsection (1)(b)(i) or (ii), within 10 days of the making of the
application; or

(b) a grant referred to in subsection (1)(b)(iii) or (iv), within 10 days of the owner becoming aware of the grant.
42B Obligations of owners before determination or inclusion in the Heritage Register—to advise of activities
(1) This section applies if—

(a) an owner of a place, object or land is given a statement of recommendation; and

(b) within the statement of recommendation period it is proposed that activities that could harm the place, object
or land be carried out.

(2) The owner, not less than 10 days before carrying out the activities, must advise the Executive Director in writing of the
proposal to do so.

42C Obligations of owners before determination or inclusion in the Heritage Register—to advise of proposal to
dispose

(1) This section applies if—
(a) an owner of a place, object or land is given a statement of recommendation; and

(b) within the statement of recommendation period a proposal is made to dispose of the whole or any part of the
place, object or land.

(2) The owner, within 10 days after entering into an agreement, arrangement or understanding for the disposal of the
whole or any part of the place, object or land, must advise the Executive Director in writing of the proposal to do so.
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42D Obligations of owners before determination or inclusion in the Heritage Register—requirement to give
statement to purchaser

(1) This section applies if—
(a) an owner of a place, object or land is given a statement of recommendation; and

(b) the owner proposes to dispose of the whole or any part of the place, object or land within the statement of
recommendation period.

(2) Before entering into an agreement, arrangement or understanding to dispose of the whole or any part of the place,
object or land during the statement of recommendation period, the owner must give a copy of the statement of
recommendation to the person who, under the proposed agreement, arrangement or understanding, is to acquire the
place, object or land or part of the place, object or land.

Owners of places and objects must comply with obligations (section 43)

An owner of a place, object or land who is subject to an obligation under section 42, 42A, 42B, 42C or 42D must comply
with that obligation.

Penalty: In the case of a natural person, 120 penalty units;

In the case of a body corporate, 240 penalty units.
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Appendix 2: Existing registration details

Existing extent of registration

AMENDMENT OF REGISTER OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS

Historic Building No. 884.

Former Wesleyan Methodist Church, Parsonage and Common School, James Street, Port Fairy.
To the extent of:

(1) the buildings known as the former Wesleyan Methodist Church, Parsonage and Common School, James Street, Port
Fairy, marked B-1, B-2 and B-3 on Plan 862731I(A), endorsed by the Chairperson, Historic Buildings Council and held by
the Director, Historic Buildings Council; and

(2) the land marked L-1 on Plan 862723I(B) being all the land described in the Registrar-General's Office Book 68
Memorial 156 and vested in the Uniting Church in Australia Book 818 Memorial 992.

[Victoria Government Gazette No. G33 28 August 1991 p.2423]

[NOTE: Original plan was on an inaccurate base map and was old law. Land was brought under the Torrens system in
1994 and surveyed to reflect adopted boundaries. The extent of registration has been remapped to show new boundaries
being all of Lot 1 and part of Lot 2 on Plan of Subdivision 333053.]

Existing extent diagram
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Existing statement of significance

1. The former church (1855), parsonage (1899) and common school (1870) are significant as an important Wesleyan
Methodist church complex in Victoria. The common school was used continuously as a Sunday school from its
establishment in 1870.

2. The complex is also important as one of an exceptionally fine group of nineteenth century ecclesiastical buildings still
extant in the important western district township of Port Fairy.

3. Its site has associations with James Atkinson (1806 - 1864), an important pioneer pastoralist who obtained the special
survey of Belfast in the 1840's and was responsible for planning the subsequent township, giving grants of land for
churches and other public buildings

4. The church displays a most distinctive design derived from Greek and Georgian architectural traditions. It has notable
features including the exceptionally fine carvings of William Witton, described in 1894 as "an artist in stone-work
unequalled in Australia. '. These carvings in the 1855 bluestone church include a bust of Wesley in the upper facade, a
large scallop shell in the lunette over the door and delicately ornamented keystones to the front window.

5. The church, parsonage and school retain exceptional architectural integrity.

6. The former common school building at the rear of the church complex has been used from the beginning, at least
partly, for Sunday school purposes, and is an unusual example of common school design in Victoria. Its dimensions and
ornamentation make it superior to the typical examples which were generally plain with a "jail-like" appearance. It remains
one of the last surviving common schools in Victoria.

Existing permit policy and permit exemptions
Nil.
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