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Working outside of Melbourne
Rural communities across Victoria were transformed by migrants and migrant groups. While the majority of migrants settled in and around metropolitan Melbourne, significant numbers and groups of migrants settled throughout country Victoria. Their presence shaped the communities that surrounded them in various tangible ways. Contribution to the local economy was one of them.
The establishment of a Fletcher Jones factory in Warrnambool was directly linked to a high number of post-war migrants settling in this region of Victoria, therefore contributing to the local economy and community. Fletcher Jones was the successful business enterprise of Sir David Fletcher Jones who began his a career as a door-to-door salesman in Melbourne. Himself a migrant from Cornwall in the late nineteenth century, Fletcher Jones eventually settled in Warrnambool and purchased a menswear and tailoring business.
 After supplying trousers to the army during World War Two, he decided to reflect this focus in his business after the war. He began to open shops around Melbourne and Victoria. But, it was his Warrnambool factory that was of most significance in the context of work and post war migration.
 Fletcher Jones in Warrnambool employed many post-war migrants and many were reportedly ‘recruited straight off the docks’. These migrants worked and settled in Warrnambool.
 Fletcher Jones was renowned for his emphasis on positive work conditions for his staff and famously introduced a scheme whereby all staff were given shares of the company and a voice in its management. In the immediate post-war period Fletcher Jones became known as Fletcher Jones and Staff for precisely this reasons. Migrants who were employed by Fletcher Jones in Warrnambool found themselves shareholders in the business.

The Latrobe Valley also attracted many post-war migrants as a result of the employment opportunity it offered. During the 1950s in particular there was a marked increase in the number of immigrants from the Netherlands, Italy, Germany, Malta and Poland who lived and worked in the region.
 The influx of European migrants and returned servicemen to this area was so great that additional housing was required. ‘in the eight years between 1949 and 1956, the Victorian Housing Commission erected 1471 houses in Morwell’.
 The power stations at Yallourn and Morwell, Hazelwood and Jeeralang, as well as the Morwell Briquette Factory were just a few of the major employers of post-war migrants in the area. 

Oskar Pildre was one such migrant who settled in the Latrobe Valley. He arrived in Western Australia in 1947 and was immediately sent to Bonegilla in Victoria.
 Soon after, he gained employment in the camp kitchen of the Yallourn Power Station. His wife Helga also worked in Yallourn, in the hospital kitchen. Later Oskar worked at the briquette factory, then the open cut mine, before finishing his working days as a boiler attendant at the Yallourn Power Station. While Oskar Pildre’s story is just one experience of work in rural Victoria, it is indicative of the opportunities that many post-war migrants found outside of Melbourne. A study of post-war immigration to the Latrobe Valley revealed that employment stability and job satisfaction in the area was high, particularly amongst the British, Maltese, Poles and Yugoslavs.
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Figure 15. This 1955 image was taken in the Golden Valley Café in Myrtleford. An Italian espresso bar was established and frequented by the large Italian community living and working (on the tobacco farms) in the surrounding area. (Source: National Library of Australia, 24537282)

Potential places & objects

Types of places and objects

Training centres for new migrants, places associated with early work for passage schemes, railway works and infrastructure, particular factories and/or locations that employed a high number of migrants. 

Examples from Thematic History

General Motors Holden Dandenong; Preston Tramway Workshop, Ford Geelong; La Terra Food Store/ Mediterranean Supermarket; Trade Union Migrant Workers’ Centre; Kiewa hydroelectric scheme; Puckle Street Shopping Precinct; Fletcher Jones Warrnambool; Yallourn Power Station, Morwell, Hazelwood and Jeeralang Power Stations; Morwell Briquette Factory.  

Registered Places

	Place Name
	Descriptor
	Locality
	Hermes Reference
	VHR/VHI/HO/NTR

	Kinnears Ropeworks
	Labour
	Footscray
	
	VHR H2067

NTR B7185

	Forest Commission Camp Site
	Labour
	Myrtleford
	105676
	

	Forest Commission Camp Site
	Labour
	Ovens
	105149
	

	House, Great Alpine Road, Smoko
	Labour
	Smoko
	105284
	

	Tobacco Kilns (cement)
	Labour
	Eurobin
	105488
	

	Tobacco Kiln (cement)
	Labour
	Myrtleford
	105491
	

	Tobacco Workers' Houses
	Labour
	Buckland
	105492
	

	McKay Creek Power Station
	Labour
	Falls Creek
	105344
	

	ICI Housing Estate Precinct
	Labour
	Deer Park
	45845
	HO022

	Preston Tramway Workshop
	Labour
	Preston
	
	VHR HO2031

	Gilbertsons Meat Processing Complex
	Labour
	Altona North
	15098


	HO166

	Kennedy's Quarry Hut Site
	Labour; Residences
	Yallourn North
	
	VHI H7822-0316

	Kennedy's Quarry Hut Site
	Labour
	Yallourn North
	31575


	VHI H8121- 0051

	CSR Yarraville
	Labour
	Yarraville
	28791
	

	Maribyrnong Ordnance Factory
	Labour
	Maribyrnong
	76236


	HO151

	Melbourne Meat Preserving Co. – Hume Pipe Co
	Labour
	Maribyrnong
	28677
	

	Sidney Myer Music Bowl
	Labour
	Melbourne
	
	VHR H1772

	Craig and Seeley Offices and Showroom
	Labour
	Brunswick
	
	VHR H2026

	Upper Yarra Reservoir Wall, Park and associated features
	Labour
	McMahons

Creek
	
	

	Defence Explosives Factory Maribyrnong
	Labour
	Maribyrnong
	
	

	O'Shannassy Lodge
	Labour
	McMahons Creek
	
	

	James Reilly Flour Mill
	Mill/Precinct
	Brunswick
	
	NTR B6289

	Brunswick Street Fitzroy Historic Area
	Community Commerce
	Fitzroy
	
	HO311

NTR B7089

	236-252 Brunswick Street
	Community Commerce
	Fitzroy
	
	HO311

NTR B4770

	Chapel Street
	Community Commerce
	South Yarra
	
	HO126

NTR B7144

	Sunshine Market
	Market; Commerce
	Sunshine
	106104
	HO118


Registered Objects

	Object Name
	Descriptor
	Repository/Owner
	Catalogue number

	Candela Collection
	Business
	Italian Historical Society
	

	Fashion Collection
	Business
	Italian Historical Society
	

	Food Industry

Collection
	Business
	Italian Historical Society
	

	JacquelineTempleton Collection
	Labour; life in Australia
	Italian Historical

Society
	

	Mangiamele Collection
	Business
	Italian Historical Society
	

	Dr Edward Duyker collection no. 1
	Labour
	National Museum of Australia
	


VF & AHT Themes

2. Peopling Victoria’s places and landscapes
2.2 Adapting to diverse environments

2.4 Migrating and making a home

3. Connecting Victorians by transport and communications
3.3 Linking Victorians by rail

3.4 Linking Victorians by road in the twentieth century 

4. Transforming the land
4.1 Living off the land

4.3 Grazing and raising livestock

4.4 Farming

5. Building Victoria’s industries and workforce
5.3 Marketing and retailing

5.5 banking and finance

5.7 Working

6. Building towns, cities and the garden state
6.3 Shaping the suburbs

6.4 Making regional centres

6.6 Marking significant phases in development of Victoria’s settlements, towns and cities

Theme 3 - Learning new ways 
In 1957, the film They’re a Weird Mob, based on the best-selling book by John O’Grady, was released in Australia. One particular scene in the film involves a friendly exchange between an Australian man and a very recently arrived Italian migrant. The Italian man arrives at a busy bar and proceeds, in highly formal, extremely broken English to attempt to order a beer. As the scene is played out, the Australian man, also at the bar, adopts the informal role of educator as he teaches the Italian migrant the difference between a ‘schooner’ and a ‘middy’ and explains the Australian tradition of a ‘shout’.
 As well as being laden with the assimilationist expectations of the time, this excerpt from the film is indicative of the challenge faced by migrants on arrival in Australia: the pressure to adapt to a new culture and society – to learn new ways. 
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Figure 16. Promotional poster from the film ‘They’re a Weird Mob’. (Source: http://wwww.movieposterdb.com/poster/c632149a)
English language and culture
Being able to speak English was pivotal to integrating into Australian life and gaining access to important services. Learning English often provided one of the first and most significant challenges for non-English speaking migrants. In 1979 the Victorian Ministry of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs released a list (published in English) detailing the various English language classes available in Victoria. It listed classes held at the Enterprise Hostel in Springvale, at the Midway and Eastbridge hostels, at the Adult Migrant Education Centre in the city, at the Brunswick Technical School in Dawson Street and at the Church of All Nations in Carlton.
 Despite the variety of locations, levels and timing of the English classes offered, poor levels of English language proficiency among migrant groups remained a problem. 

Various studies have been undertaken in Victoria to address access to English language education and services and to try and understand ongoing problems of poor English language competency within migrant communities. One particular study was carried out in the western suburbs in the early 1980s.
 The study focussed on housebound women, young unemployed adults, factory workers and the aged – subgroups within migrant communities that had been identified with low levels of English language proficiency. The study urged that English language proficiency was the responsibility of all Victorians, not just migrant groups. It suggested that English classes should promote interaction with other English speakers and that there was a need for a variety of English language classes that combined English language instruction with the learning of new skills. The study also recommended that ethnic and local community groups should play more of a role in the planning, organisation and advertising of classes.

Throughout the post-war period ethnic and local community groups have been highly involved with less formal instruction in English, particularly in relation to practical skills, conversational English and elements of Australian culture. For English and non-English speaking migrants alike, the nuances of Australian culture and language provide an equally difficult challenge, particularly as these elements were difficult to learn in a formal context. Information pamphlets and brochures were prepared specifically for migrants, but particularly in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s they were often printed in English, and therefore impenetrable to NESB migrants. In addition, it proved difficult to learn about expressions, phrases and practical tasks from reading alone. 

Learning about elements of mainstream Australian culture as well as how to live, travel, shop and exist in Victoria on a day-to-day level often occurred in an informal context. In 1986 the Australian Lebanese Welfare Committee organised a female welfare worker to work with a Lebanese women’s group in Brunswick and Coburg to help them work through issues relating to familiarity with Australian culture.
 A local neighbourhood house also provided an important social network and haven for these women who had arrived in Brunswick in the 1960s and 1970s. Together they talked about the ‘strangeness’ of Australia and provided each other with an important network of support.
 

These less formal networks, while difficult to document, are particularly important. New migrants residing with family, friends and relatives on arrival often learned much about life in Australia from their peers. Similarly social gatherings within migrant groups gave newer arrivals a chance to ask those who had been here longer important questions about Australian life. 

Support for learning new ways

The Galbally Report of 1978 recommended the establishment of Migrant Resource Centres. These centres were intended to provide useful support services and resources to migrants building a new life in Australia. They were established to provide multilingual welfare and counselling services, meeting facilities for ethnic groups, as well as facilities for English language classes, cultural activities and other types of migrant support. Importantly, they were established as independent, non-government agencies. A number of the resource centres were established in Melbourne in the 1970s and early 1980s and rapidly became important migrant support and information centres. Many still exist in Victoria today, providing services to the continuing new Victorian arrivals. 

Non-government groups and community organisations also worked with migrants and migrant groups to help them learn new ways. These organisations were also often concerned with access of migrant groups to support services and education. For example, the Catholic Education Office of Melbourne released a journal called Diversity: A Publication of the Catholic Education Office of Melbourne on Issues of Language and Learning Culture. The journal focussed on issues relating to education within the Catholic community. 

Over the years the journal dealt with issues of access and education within Melbourne’s post-war migrant community. For example, in 1995 an article was published that summarised the findings of the Maltese Education Project, which had been commissioned by the Maltese Community Council in 1989. The article addressed educational issues experienced by students within the Maltese community in the context of mainstream secondary school and the language and cultural practices within the Maltese community. By educating the educators, the Catholic Education Office used this journal as a way to work with various communities to help them learn new ways. 
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Figure 17. Advice being dispensed to new arrivals via a phone service established in Northcote. (Source: Darebin Library Collection)
The Ecumenical Migration Centre provides a further example of an organisation established specifically to assist migrants on arrival in Victoria. It was established as a state-wide, non-ethno-specific agency that would work with new and emerging communities in Victoria.
 It aimed to ensure that these communities, which are among the most marginalised, had full access to resources, services and the opportunity to settle securely in their new community. The key activities of the Ecumenical Migration Centre were (and still are) to identify and articulate the needs of small, recently arrived communities, to play an advocacy role in collaboration and issues management with the communities and service providers and to disseminate information and publications as part of their community education strategies. 

Children learning new ways
Children found themselves in a slightly more advantageous position than adults when it came to learning English and being exposed to Australian culture. The schoolyard often provided the most important, informative and practical forum for education in English language and culture. Children were often relied upon to pass on their newly learned language skills to parents and act as interpreters on their behalf. Several participants in an oral history collection that gathered the testimonies of a group of Macedonian migrants in post-war Victoria divulge that they were often required to act as translators for their parents.

The school yard was also an important place for migrants to learn new non-English ways. Tony Calabro, a Sicilian migrant living in Shepparton, talks of a run-in with a ‘Greek kid’ who was picking on Tony about his typically Italian bicycle. Tony recalls that ‘a Dutch guy from down the road said ‘If you want to fight, let’s do it properly’. He got his hankie and at the drop of the hankie, we had to go for it’.

Similarly an example of play patterns observed at an inner suburban Melbourne school tells of this cross-cultural learning of new ways. At the time of the study in the early 1980s, marbles were in vogue in the playground. Observers noted that there was a distinctly ‘Australian’ style of marble flick, and a different, distinctly ‘Chinese’ style of marble flick. At this school it seemed that all marbles players, regardless of background, favoured and chose to use the ‘Chinese’ flick.
 
Learning new ways also involved the children of migrants learning the language and cultural ways of the overseas-born parents and grandparents. Language schools began to proliferate in Victoria in the post-war period, particularly after the role of language in preserving and celebrating culture was acknowledged and accepted. The increasing demand for language schools is shown in the example of the number of afternoon language schools run by the Brunswick Greek community by the end of the 1970s. A total of seven afternoon schools were in operation, and by 1986, the first Greek High School in Australia was opened in Brunswick.
 Afternoon language schools and culturally specific day schools were an important part of second and third generation migrant communities learning new ways. They were also an important way of keeping language and culture alive. 

Assisting the elderly 
Chain migration and immigration policies that emphasised family reunion brought about the arrival of elderly migrants who required specific assistance and care. This group of migrants had different requirements in terms of how they adapted and adjusted to life in Victoria, particularly as their age often prevented them from working and the associated exposure to English language and Australian culture. Issues of isolation and lack of independence faced older migrants as they were often reliant solely on family members to assist them in learning new ways.
 

Community based support networks that were specific to ethnic groups often provided much needed assistance and social networks for elderly migrants. For example, Italian social clubs specifically for senior citizens were established across Victoria throughout the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. In 1983, CO.AS.IT, an organisation established in Victoria in 1967 to provide a range of welfare and support services in response to the needs of Italian migrants, formed an overarching organisation to support these social clubs – it was called the Association of Senior Italian Citizen’s Clubs of Victoria. Today, it draws together the 90 Italian senior citizen’s clubs in existence across metropolitan Melbourne and rural Victoria and provides a range of services and resources for elderly members of the Italian community.
 

As Victoria’s post-war migrant communities continue to age, the need to provide ethno-specific aged care and support facilities has grown dramatically. An example can once again be found in the activities of CO.AS.IT which established the ItalCare Home Support Agency in 1994. The establishment of ItalCare was a direct response to the growing ‘need for linguistically and culturally appropriate services [for] the frail and elderly within the Italian-Australian community’.
 Services provided by ItalCare include personal care, home help, respite care, meal preparation and shopping assistance, transport and medical appointments, socialisation and companionship. All ItalCare carers speak both Italian and English. 
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Figure 18. Newly formed group of aged Italians bring addressed by Co. As. It. Director G Martini. (Source: Darebin Library Collection)

The issue of English language proficiency is a growing problem in aging migrant communities. For many who have learned English as a second language, their command of English deteriorates with age. It can therefore become difficult to provide services and support for elderly migrants within mainstream, English dominated aged care systems. Nursing homes and aged care facilities run by ethnic communities have been created to address this problem. The welfare organisation Jewish Care, like CO.AS.IT., has developed a suite of services specifically designed to care for the elderly.
 In particular it offers residential care for the elderly that can accommodate their language requirements and often decreasing command of English.
Potential places 

Types of places and objects

Schools, education centres, language and learning groups and schools, educational material, brochures and pamphlets for migrants on Australian life and culture, signage directed at new immigrants, instructional materials. 

Examples from Thematic History

Enterprise Hostel Springvale; Midway and Eastbridge hostels; Adult Migrant Education Centre; Brunswick Technical School; Church of All Nations; Migrant Resource Centres; the 
Catholic Education Office; Ecumenical Migration Centre; CO.AS.IT premises; Jewish Care premises; ItalCare premises.

Registered Places

	Place Name
	Descriptor
	Locality
	VHR/VHI/HO/NTR

	North Geelong Primary School (former)
	School
	Geelong
	HO1534

	Lady Northcote Children’s Farm
	Child migrant home 
	Glenmore
	VHR H2167

	"Aqua Profonda" sign,

Fitzroy Pool
	Languages
	Fitzroy
	VHR H1687


Registered Objects

	Object Name
	Descriptor
	Repository/ Owner
	Catalogue number

	IHS Library
	Education
	Italian Historical Society
	


VF & AHT Themes
2. Peopling Victoria’s places and landscapes
2.5 Maintaining distinctive cultures. 

8. Building a Community Life
8.2 Educating people

8.4 Forming community organisations

8.5 Preserving traditions and commemorating.

9. Shaping Culture and Creative life
9.4 Creating popular culture.

Theme 4 - Celebrating culture and marking life cycles 

On 17 February 2007, celebrations marking the commencement of the Year of the Pig, the new Chinese year began. The Millennium Dragon was awoken and a weekend of festivities including fireworks, parades and displays of traditional Chinese drumming, singing and dancing commenced. It is a common scene in Melbourne’s Chinatown during February each year. It is a celebration of culture: an important and highly public community celebration of a highly valued calendar event. Marking and commemorating such calendar and life cycle events is a crucial, unifying and distinctive collective practice for many migrant groups. These cultural and religious practices can provide a sense of continuity between life and culture left behind and a new life in Australia. In addition, communal celebration of life cycle events often helps to build community networks and a foster a sense of belonging within migrant groups. 

Renegotiating culture

On a conceptual level, migrants occupy a complicated space in relation to cultural expression. They are exposed to dual world views - the cultural practices and beliefs of their ‘home culture’ and those of their ‘host culture’.
 As a result, cultural expression, which often centres around marking calendar and life cycle events, involves the constant comparison and contrast of their own cultural practices to those in their new environment. A space must be negotiated for both. 

The tension between home and host culture can result in a sense of dislocation. However, some post-war migrant communities in Victoria have noted that engaging in cultural practices and celebrating cultural and life cycle events has inspired a deeper connection with home culture, and in some cases a greater level of observance of cultural practices. For example, in the 1960s in Melbourne, the way Jewish weddings were celebrated began to change. Increasingly, more traditional Yiddish folk songs became a part of wedding ceremonies and celebrations.
 The 1950s saw an unprecedented influx of eastern European Jews into Melbourne. For them, Yiddish culture, including folk songs, was an expression of the life that had been left behind. The inclusion of these Yiddish songs in weddings ceremonies and life cycle events provided A stronger and more tangible link to the culture left behind. It also engendered a greater sense of community and shared experience.

Food and its availability was also an important part of the way cultural events were celebrated by migrant groups in post-war Victoria. Important religious and cultural life cycle and calendar events such as Ramadan, name-days, communions, weddings and funerals are often accompanied by specific foods, drinks and communal participation in both the making and partaking. These celebrations can often be highly public displays, as in the case of the festival of St Anthony celebrated by a number if Italian Catholic churches in Brunswick. The festival has become an annual event for three Catholic churches within Brunswick and Coburg. An example of the 1987 celebrations were as follows:

The feast began at St Joseph’s with a mass and celebrations continued with a procession through the streets of Brunswick to St Fidelis in Coburg. The procession of about 500 people followed the statue of St Anthony through their neighbourhood as is the practice throughout many Italian towns. On arriving at St Fidelis, the Italian tradition of blessing and distributing Panini (bread rolls) commenced.
 

Large halls and reception centres provide migrant groups with the space to celebrate and mark large-scale events such as weddings and other parties. Public outdoor space is also an important arena for the celebration of cultural and life-cycle events. 

The role of ‘making’ in celebrating culture
The role of food in marking cultural and lifecycle events is highly significant. However, it was often difficult for migrants to mark life cycle events in the same way as they did in their home countries when the food available in Victoria was not the same.
As food cultures travel through time and space, they are constantly renegotiated to meet changing economic, physical and environmental conditions.’
 
A process of renegotiation of traditional foods used to mark cultural events as well as the practice of acquiring and making them had to occur. This was experienced by the Greek-Cypriot migrant community in Melbourne as they struggled to find traditional produce and foods that were integral to their cultural practices. The process of re-creating the food practices involved interplay of memories from their home country and realities of food availability and practices in Victoria. This resulted in a re-negotiated, Victorian influenced cultural practice.

Cypriot migrants’ re-creation of their food was based on a mixture of the memory of the agricultural and culinary grammar-methods, recipes and ancestral tastes they had known in Cyprus, and the adaptation to the conditions and types of foods available in Melbourne.
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Figure 19. Two members of the Viscardi family make pasta sauce in their own backyard, according to their traditional methods. (Source: Darebin Library Collection)

A southern Italian community in South Australia recently published a book documenting their own experiences of migration and making a new life in South Australia. One chapter in particular focused particularly on the importance of Molinaresi food in celebrating culture, traditions and life cycle event. The establishment of specialty store in certain areas of South Australia are discussed as critical to the preparation of tradition food and therefore, the celebrating of culture as for this community, ‘food has played a critical role in this multifaceted process of preserving values and reshaping cultural identity’.
 Similarly, in Victoria, Shops, delis, restaurants and markets and the collective act of sharing recipes and memories of food preparation became crucial to the celebration of life cycle events. In a similar way to food preparation, craft was often a large aspect of commemorating and marking life cycle and cultural events.
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Figure 20. A table laid out for a Macedonian feast, to be enjoyed by the Karaskos family. (Source: Darebin Library Collection, 1989)

Religious institutions 

In many cases, religious and cultural practices are intertwined. Religious institutions such as churches, mosques, synagogues and temples are critical in perpetuating culture and keeping it alive. Throughout the post-war period they have also provided important support services and networks for newly arrived migrants. For example, the first Russian Orthodox parish was established in Melbourne in August 1949, to support a growing number of Russian migrants who had arrived in Melbourne on assisted passage schemes. Their premises, first in rented accommodation in La Trobe Street, then in Fitzroy, and then later in Oxford Street, Collingwood was close in proximity to its parishioners which enabled the provision of important services and a support network.
 It was also a place to go to where elements of Russian Orthodox culture could be openly expressed.

Churches, mosques and places of worship provided a place where migrants – both newly arrived and already established – could go to express their religion and culture on a personal and collective level. 

Specifically established places of worship such as the Quang Minh Buddhist Temple now located in Braybrook, were also important in that they provided certain communities with the opportunity to establish their own place of worship where specific denominationational and cultural practices could be observed and perpetuated. the Quang Minh Temple was established in 1980 by the first Vietnamese monk in Australia, Thích Tắc Phước. Together with a small group of Vietnamese Buddhist, he established what is now known as the United Vietnamese Buddhist Congregation of Victoria. This Congregation was the precursor to the Quang Minh Temple which since 1989 has been located on Burke Street in Braybrook. The Quang Minh Temple has grown and moved with the Vietnamese community that it was established to serve.
 
The Church of All Nations, a Uniting Church in Carlton provides another example of a place that enabled migrants to express their religious and cultural identity. Unlike the Russian Orthodox Parish and the Quang Minh Temple, the Church of All Nations was a pre-existing place of worship – indeed its history stretches back almost 150 years. However, the Church of All Nations, as it was renamed in the 1960s, adapted to meet the needs of newly arrived Australians. It began to offer the simultaneous translation of the Sunday service in five or six different languages via interpreter booths and headsets that were located on each pew.
 This Church was a place where migrants could gather and practice their religion and culture. While the Pipe Organ in the Church is listed on the Victorian Heritage Register, the role of this Church in enabling migrant communities to celebrate their culture is a similarly important part of its heritage. 

Cultural practice in an Anglo-Australian society
Certain life cycle and culturally specific celebrations were at odds with the mainstream practices in Anglo-Australian Victoria. Over the post-war period many migrant groups negotiated a space for these practices within the existing health and medical structures of Victoria. It was a process of dialogue between migrant and non-migrant groups. For example, the Jewish practices surrounding death and mourning are extremely specific. While Victorian regulations relating to the reporting and registration of deaths and burial are met, a separate entity, called the Chevra Kadisha, exists in Melbourne to coordinate the process of death and burial.
 Separate Jewish sections exist within the Necropolis cemetery in Springvale to cater for the requirements of Jewish mourners. Through the services of the Chevra Kadisha members of the Jewish community can perpetuate their own cultural traditions surrounding death, burial and mourning. 

The ‘Blessing of the Waters’ is an important yearly ritual within the Greek Orthodox community. Each year in January, a ceremony for all Melbourne parishes takes place at two locations in Melbourne – Station Pier in Port Melbourne and Frankston. The ceremony, which involves the blessing of a wooden cross, which is then thrown into the water and then retrieved from the water by young men. The ceremony has become a traditional fixture of Station Pier, and alternative arrangements for cruise ships that would normally enter the area.
  

A further example of ethno-specific Cultural practices in Anglo-Australian society can be found in relation to the practice of circumcision in the Muslim community. While circumcision is not traditionally practiced in Anglo-Australian culture, provisions have been made for this procedure to be carried out within the structures of Victoria’s medical system. A sign at a medical centre in Bell Street, Coburg, a traditionally large Muslim area, declares that circumcisions can be carried out legally and safely. This tradition can be continued even though it falls outside of the standard Anglo-Australian cultural practices.  

Potential places & objects 

Types of places and objects

Places of worship; community halls; places of social gathering that are linked to life cycle, religion and culture; cemeteries; funeral parlours; parks and open spaces; bakeries or retail outlets that sell food and items specific to certain celebrations and practices; health care centres; places of gathering for the preparation of food or making of crafts; craft and handmade items; recipes, clothing.

Examples from Thematic History

Chinatown Precinct in Little Bourke Street; Kadimah Theatre; St Joesph the Worker; St Fidelis; Russian Orthodox Parish Collingwood; Quang Minh Buddhist Temple; Church of All Nations; Chevra Kadisha Premises; Bell Street Coburg Medical Centre;

Registered Places

	Place Name
	Descriptor
	Locality
	Hermes reference
	VHR/VHI/HO/NTR

	Bonegilla Greek Orthodox Church, former
	Church
	Gundowring
	
	HO146

	St Paul's R.C. Church
	Church
	Brimbank
	106104
	HO118

	Ukrainian Catholic Church
	Church
	Brimbank
	106139


	HO132

	Church of the Nazarene
	Church
	Thornbury
	24010
	

	Preston General Cemetery and Mausoleum
	Cemetery
	Preston
	27120
	

	Prince of Wales Park Methodist Church
	Church
	Thornbury
	26722
	

	Sacred Heart Catholic Church Complex
	Church
	Preston
	26700
	

	Omar Bin El Khattam Mosque
	Mosque
	Preston
	27070
	

	Sts Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral
	Church
	North Melbourne
	136716
	HO3 ungraded building within a precinct

	St Mary's Catholic Church
	Church
	Bairnsdale
	
	VHR H2174

	Eastern Cemetery
	Cemetery
	Geelong
	
	HO1101

NTR B6809

	Western Cemetery
	Cemetery
	Herne Hill
	
	HO254

NTR B6816

	St Mary's Roman Catholic Church Complex
	Church
	Altona
	
	HO265

	Newport Baptist Church Complex
	Church
	Newport
	
	HO180

	Williamstown Cemetery
	
	Williamstown North
	
	VHR H1837

HO69

	Camii Turkish Mosque
	Mosque
	Dallas
	114674
	

	Parkdale Greek Orthodox Church
	Church
	Parkdale
	114477
	

	Templer Church Hall
	Church; Recreation
	Knox
	
	VHR H1992

	Church of All Nations and Organ
	Church & Organ
	Carlton
	
	VHR H2179

NTR B4851

	Astor Theatre
	Greek Language Cinema
	St Kilda
	
	VHR H1751


Registered Objects

	Object Name
	Descriptor
	Repository/Owner
	Catalogue number

	Hmong Banner
	Traditional practice
	Museum Victoria
	SH 901005



	Fabric - Latvian, Zemgale Region
	Traditional practice
	Museum Victoria
	SH 950530

	Holy Picture - Mary 
	Religion
	Museum Victoria
	SH 940604

	Hand carved wooden cross made in 1986by Polish immigrant to Australia by Basil Gasperowicz
	Religion; Creation
	National Museum of Australia
	1986.0122.0001


VF & AHT Themes

2. Peopling Victoria’s places and landscapes
2.5 maintaining distinctive cultures

8. Building community life
8.1 Maintaining spiritual life

8.2 Educating people

8.3 Providing health and welfare services

8.4 Forming Community organisations

8.5 Preserving traditions and commemorating

8.6 Marking the phases of life

9. Shaping Cultural and creative life
9.4 Creating popular culture

Theme 5 - Getting together 

When the first boatloads of Displaced Persons were arriving at Station Pier, Australia still clung tightly to its British culture. It sought to perpetuate the assimilationist ideal: ‘The preservation of the homogenous character of our population and the avoidance of the friction which inevitably follows an influx of peoples having different standards of living, traditions, culture and national characteristics.’
 New arrivals were encouraged to shed their cultural skin, to blend in and to assimilate. Gathering with other migrants was discouraged and seen as an obstruction to the ultimate aim of becoming Anglo-Australian. As the post-war period progressed, getting together became an accepted and acknowledged right of migrant communities. Leisure and social activity flourished and played an important role in the cultural well-being of migrants in Victoria. 
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Figure 21. Imaged from the 1009 Buddha’s Day Festival. (Source: http://www.buddhaday.org.au)

Festivals 
Approximately fifty years after the arrival of the first post-war migrants, Victoria’s approach to cultural diversity had drastically altered. A symbol of this can be found in the Pako Festa which has taken place annually in Geelong since 1982. On the day of the festival thousands of people from local and cultural communities come together to share food, engage in folk dancing and workshops, and see films, craft displays and exhibitions.
 The festival is a celebration of cultural diversity and in 2004 was the recipient of the Premier’s Award for Harmony in the Community. 
Similar gatherings and festivals that celebrate culture and community have occurred in Victoria throughout the post-war period. The annual Lygon Street Festival was held for the first time in 1978, when the influence of the Italian community was at its peak in Carlton. It was originally organised by the Carlton Traders’ Association and celebrated Italian food, culture and music.
 

The Lygon Street Festival and the Pako Festa both celebrate migrant culture and showcase these cultures to non-migrant communities. Getting together in this context has several layers of meaning, both for the groups coming together to express their culture and for the groups and individuals coming together to experience and observe the cultural expression. However, it is important to note that these formal gatherings only became possible as Australia relaxed its settlement policy of assimilation and the Victorian Government pushed forward towards multiculturalism. 

Ethno-specific and multicultural festivals have become an integral feature of Victoria’s cultural landscape. Federation Square in inner Melbourne has become a particularly important gathering place for this purpose and highlights how important festivals have become. The yearly calendar of events lists at least one and sometimes two ethno-specific cultural festivals each month.
 In March 2009, Federation Square was also the home of the Victorian Multicultural Centre sponsored the inaugural Viva Victoria festival. The event attracted 40,000 people and represented 248 countries of origin, 289 languages and 128 faiths.
   

Film festivals have also become an important form of gathering that celebrates culture and Various ethno-specific film festivals have emerged. One of these is the Spanish Film Festival that was held in Melbourne for the first time in 1998. Film goers were exposed to Spanish film as well as traditional food, dancing and costume and it has since become a yearly event. The Spanish Film Festival is significant for members of the Spanish community in that it celebrates Spanish culture. But It is also important for the window it provides into Spanish culture to members of the broader Victorian community. 

Social and sporting clubs

Getting together in formal clubs and networks became more and more accepted in Victoria as multiculturalism gained support. Sporting and social clubs provided an important forum in this context. Sporting clubs in particular had a major influence in Victoria. By the early 1960s the existence of ethnic based soccer clubs had grown to the extent that the soccer competition in Victoria had begun to be divided along cultural lines; the State League comprised teams including the Ukrainian team Polonia, the Dutch team Wilhelmia, as well as Juventus and South Melbourne Hellas.
 Migrants began to participate in already established sporting clubs and competitions, Australian Rules Football providing one of the most high profile examples. Clearly ethnic names like Alex Jesaulenko and Robert ‘Dipper’ DiPierdomenico represented the increasing migrant presence in this Australian sporting institution.

Sporting clubs representing sports that were specific to certain migrant communities also emerged in post-war Victoria. A predominantly male leisure activity, Bocce was initially played by Italian men in backyards, parks and grassy median strips in Melbourne. In 1967 the Victorian Bocce Federation was established and transformed into a more organised, competitive sport. From the late 1970s, Bocce links began to appear in public spaces in Melbourne and local clubs were formed.
 Similarly Skiing became increasingly popular and ski clubs proliferated as post-war European migrants brought with them a passion for this sport.   

As well as sporting clubs, social clubs were also an important place of gathering. Often conspicuously signposted by a name revealing a regional tie or national allegiance, social clubs were a strong statement of belonging. For example, it was clear to all who passed the Veneto Club in Bulleen that it was an ethno-centric club that celebrated its culture. Region and nationality based clubs were an overt and positive statement of difference; an expression of the desire to gather as a group defined by ethnicity and place of origin. 

In 1958 a community who had migrated to Victoria from Tsamanta, in northern Greece created the Brotherhood of Saint Nicholas of Tsamanta in Melbourne. It was a social club that grew out of the community identified need to maintain a Tsamantiot identity in Melbourne. As a member of the community recalled:

the social club provided a welcome respite from the drudgery of work. It gave people an opportunity to talk, dance, gossip and reminisce. Many of the early settlers had young children and there is no doubt this also created the possibility of future proxemia (marriages), to keep the Tsamantiot blood flowing for generations to come.

There were many clubs and halls established in Brunswick in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s, including the Reggio Calabria, Federazione Lucana, Monte Lauro, Francofonte, Licodia Eubea, Roscana, Abruzzo and Juventus. Social clubs and the associated halls were not just the domain of inner suburban areas. As the post-war period progressed and migrant communities began to move from initial homes to the outer suburbs, social clubs began to be established outside of inner Melbourne. For example the Polish Club in Rowville and the Freccia Azzurra Club in Keysborough. 

Social clubs were also established in rural Victoria to suit the needs and requirements of the often large migrant groups who settled outside of Melbourne. Club Astoria, for example, was established in Morwell in October 1957. The idea of the club was to maintain German culture and it was part of an international movement and worldwide network of Club Astorias.
 The club was a focal point for group social gatherings, dances, and traditional German dancing. Regardless of their location – inner city, suburban or rural, these social clubs were part of keeping culture alive.
Gendered leisure activities
Leisure activity was often gendered. Within some migrant groups the social clubs and coffee houses were men’s domain, and the more informal domestic sphere was that of the women. Consequently, gathering often became a gendered activity. When gathering occurred in the home and was centred around the preparation of food and craft or the celebration of life cycle and religious calendar events, gathering formed a double purpose – reinforcing community as well as strengthening and perpetuating culture. 

Public spaces and parks became important in the context of informal gathering. From the 1950s onwards, post-war migrants, particularly from Europe, were known for their use of parks as gathering places for picnics and barbecues. Homes were often not big enough to accommodate large extended families and social clubs and halls too costly to hire, or too formal for the occasion. All of these forms of informal gathering were critical in strengthening and re-building networks, hometown allegiances and support groups.
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Figure 22. Three women instructing others on their method of spinning. (Source: Darebin Library Collection)

Political activism

Political activism and the formation of political groups provided a forum for getting together. As the post-war period progressed, several ethno-specific political groups began to emerge in Victoria. Andrea Kyriakou’s personal experience of the Greek group, Democritus, is one example.
 For Kyriakou, the group came to embody community and belonging. He disembarked at Station Pier in Port Melbourne with no family and no friends. Looking for a connection, he recognised a colleague from Cyprus who greeted him and suggested he ‘come upstairs’ to the headquarters of the group Democritus. 

Through Democritus Kyriakou found a home and work. But, he also became involved in the political activities of the club which was part of the trade union movement. Through his involvement in Democritus Kyriakou was exposed to the Victorian and Australian political system and came into contact with politicians and trade unionists. These kinds of political groups were not just about getting together with other migrants. They were about getting together with other non-migrants. They also facilitated the involvement of migrants in the Victorian political system and structures. 

Ethnic minorities in Victoria, as has been observed elsewhere, had traditionally low rates of political participation.
 However by 1981-1982 there were migrants from non English speaking backgrounds on seventeen local government councils in Melbourne, in particular Brunswick, Collingwood, Northcote and Prahran.

Potential places & objects 

Types of places and objects

Clubs; social clubs; sporting grounds; coffee houses; outdoor spaces and parks; theatres; informal meeting places; meeting at home.

Material culture – newspapers and written material; craft items. Leisure ephemera like hookahs, items associated with drinking alcohol, tea sets, coffee machines, protest materials like t-shirts, stickers and banners.

Examples from Thematic History

Lygon Street precinct; Federation Square; Veneto Club; Reggio Calabria, Federazione Lucana, Monte Lauro, Francofonte, Licodia Eubea, Roscana, Abruzzo, Juventus social clubs; Polish Club in Rowville, Freccia Azzurra Club, Club Astoria.

Registered Places
	Place Name
	Descriptor
	Locality
	Hermes Reference
	VHR/VHI/HO/ NTR

	Mount Buffalo Chalet
	Chalet, Recreation
	Porepunkah
	
	VHR H0901

	Macedonian Community Centre
	Community
	Sunshine
	106080


	HO106

	St Albans Community Hall Youth Club/ Tin Shed
	Community
	St Albans
	106207


	HO192

	Fidelity Tent No. 75 of the Independent Order of Rechabites
	Community Centre
	Preston
	27344


	HO188

	Fologar Furgan Social Club
	Social club
	Thornbury
	43989
	

	Preston Makedonia Social Club
	Social Club
	Reservoir
	27063
	

	Parkside Gardens
	Gardens
	Shepparton
	13080
	

	Red Robin Hosiery Factory (former)
	Social Club
	Altona
	
	HO255

	Williamstown Italian Social Club
	Social Club
	Williamstown
	15065


	HO132

	Pellegrini's
	Cafe
	Melbourne
	
	NTR B6051

	Fish & Chip Shop (Signage)
	Cafe
	Niddrie
	29727
	

	Western Theatre
	Social Club
	East Brunswick
	
	HO111

	Holy Trinity Parish Hall (former)
	Social Club
	Coburg
	
	HO166

	West Brunswick Progress Association Hall
	Social Club
	West Brunswick
	
	HO185


VF & AHT Themes

2. Peopling Victoria’s places and landscapes
2.5 maintaining distinctive cultures

5. Building Victoria’s industries and workforce
5.6 Entertaining and socialising

8. Building community life
8.1 Maintaining spiritual life

8.2 Educating people

8.4 Forming Community organisations

8.5 Preserving traditions and commemorating

8.6 Marking the phases of life

9. Shaping cultural and creative life
9.1 Participating in sport and recreation

9.2 Nurturing a vibrant arts scene

9.3 Achieving distinction in the arts

9.4 Creating popular culture

Theme 6 - Keeping culture, language and traditions alive 

Mavri Xenitia is a term with which many second and third generation Greek Australians are familiar. Its literal translation is black foreign land. But it has come to express ‘the often difficult experiences attending departure from home and adjustment to new lands’.
 The term expresses the hardships and difficulties of the experience of migration, and it has become a fundamental aspect of communicating the migration experience to the younger generations. The communication of Mavri Xenitia by older Greek migrants to the younger generations of Greek-Australians symbolises the desire to share the experience of migration. But it is also a medium through which to express the desire to keep tradition, culture and the experiences of being Greek in Australia alive. 

The need to keep culture, language and tradition a part of new life in Australia became increasingly important as migrants settled in Australia. After the immediate concerns of housing, work and general stability had dissipated, holding on to the culture of the place left behind became a focus. As time progressed the desire to perpetuate language, culture, ritual and in some cases religion, gained a sense of urgency. This urgency was fuelled by the passage of time. 

[image: image9.png]



Figure 23. Traditional dancing at Edwardes Park. (Source: Darebin Library Collection)

Language
Language is a unifying and powerful expression of shared identity and culture. It is also one of the most fundamental ways that migrant communities seek to keep culture, language and traditions alive. Teaching younger generations the language of their culture is a vital medium for the transmission of culture and identity. For with the understanding of language came an understanding of culture. 

In 1979 the Victorian Ministry of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs released a list of ethnic newspapers in Melbourne. There were a total of 24 languages represented, and a total of 77 papers. This number increased as the century progressed and as Victoria moved swiftly into an era of sustained multiculturalism. Language preservation and multiculturalism went hand in hand. Multicultural policy celebrated language and sought to encourage a multilingual Victoria.
 

Language schools represent the importance of keeping language, and therefore culture and traditions alive. In 2011, The Ethnic Schools Association of Victoria proudly reports a total of 181 ethnic Schools in Victoria.
 These schools along with Saturday language schools play a large part in the transmission of both language and culture.

Media and music
Ethnic media was integral to keeping culture and traditions alive. Victoria was once again at the forefront of development. In 1975 the Australian Broadcasting Commission created a multilingual access radio station in Melbourne.
 Community television and radio began to receive funding from the Australian and Victorian governments alike. Ethnic language programs were produced and aired on stations like 3CR, 3ZZZ and SBS radio and television.
 From 1977 Gippsland FM had a Greek radio show which continued into the late 1990s. The introduction of Channel 31, a community television station, paved the way for additional culturally specific programs. 

Music was an additional and highly valued form of cultural expression for many migrant communities. Once again it often took several generations post settlement before a conscious effort to perpetuate certain musical traditions emerged. This is evidenced by the Jewish community, which by the 1960s, began look at its own forms of cultural expression.
 The post-war Jewish community began to realise the cultural value and fragility of Yiddish theatre, culture and music. The Kadimah theatre, which was established in Carlton in 1911 by the small East European community for the purpose of ‘encouraging and developing Yiddish literary dramatic and musical activity in Melbourne’
, grew and expanded to unprecedented levels during the 1960s as efforts were made to nurture and protect these forms of expression.
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Figure 24. A Romanian broadcaster for ethnic radio 3EA – Melbourne in action, in 1979. (Source: National Archives of Australia, A6135)

Cultural institutions
Victorian institutions have played a major role in working with migrant groups to keep cultures and traditions alive. For example, Museum Victoria’s Immigration Museum, established in 1998, has played a critical role in working with migrant groups to mount temporary exhibitions in its Community Gallery. The process of planning, researching and curating one of these exhibitions often involves an intergenerational exchange within the migrant group. The passing on of cultural and material knowledge is an important outcome of these exhibitions. So too is the affirmation from the Immigration Museum, an important and highly regarded Victorian and Australian cultural institution, to the migrant group, that their culture has made an important contribution to post-war Victoria. 

Museums, historical societies and cultural institutions that are formed from within migrant groups are also important vehicles for keeping culture alive. A directory of museums in Victoria published in 1993 revealed 15 museums under the subheading ‘ethnospecific’. These museums are an important celebration of culture for the communities they represent. They also showcase culture, history and the experience of migrant communities in Victoria to the general and non-migrant community.
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Figure 25. A performance of The Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra, a Melbourne based orchestra that was established in 1982 with the aim of promoting traditional Chinese culture, developing music and rendering the arts and music accessible. (Source: The Chao Feng Chinese Orchestra)

Potential places & objects 

Types of places and objects
Community meeting places; parks and outdoor spaces (including streets for marches); places of worship; homes; reception centres; social gatherings at work; cafes and bars. 

Oral histories; festivals; folk dancing; music; traditional song; clubs; museums; collections of objects; gatherings; historical societies; cooking. 

Examples from Thematic History

Museum Victoria Immigration Museum. 
Registered Places
	Place Name
	Descriptor
	Locality
	Hermes Reference
	VHR/VHI/HO/ NTR

	Mount Buffalo Chalet
	Chalet, Recreation
	Porepunkah
	
	VHR H0901

	Macedonian Community Centre
	Community
	Sunshine
	106080


	HO106

	St Albans Community Hall Youth Club/ Tin Shed
	Community
	St Albans
	106207


	HO192

	Fidelity Tent No. 75 of the Independent Order of Rechabites
	Community Centre
	Preston
	27344


	HO188

	Fologar Furgan Social Club
	Social club
	Thornbury
	43989
	

	Preston Makedonia Social Club
	Social Club
	Reservoir
	27063
	

	Parkside Gardens
	Gardens
	Shepparton
	13080
	

	Red Robin Hosiery Factory (former)
	Social Club
	Altona
	
	HO255

	Williamstown Italian Social Club
	Social Club
	Williamstown
	15065


	HO132

	Pellegrini's
	Cafe
	Melbourne
	
	NTR B6051

	Fish & Chip Shop (Signage)
	Cafe
	Niddrie
	29727
	

	Western Theatre
	Social Club
	East Brunswick
	
	HO111

	Holy Trinity Parish Hall (former)
	Social Club
	Coburg
	
	HO166

	West Brunswick Progress Association Hall
	Social Club
	West Brunswick
	
	HO185


Registered Objects
	Object Name
	Descriptor
	Repository/Owner
	Catalogue number

	IHS Newspaper Collection
	Copies and originals of over 40 Italian newspapers and periodical titles. Both Italian and Australian publications are represented.
	Italian Historical Society
	

	IHS Oral History Collection
	Over three hundred recorded interviews conducted with Italian migrants and their children.
	Italian Historical Society
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8.4 Forming Community organisations

8.5 Preserving traditions and commemorating

8.6 Marking the phases of life

9. Shaping cultural and creative life
9.1 Participating in sport and recreation

9.2 Nurturing a vibrant arts scene

9.3 Achieving distinction in the arts

9.4 Creating popular culture
Theme 7 - Changing us all 
There is a sign located in the outdoor swimming area at the Fitzroy pool. It reads, Aqua Profonda, or dangerous/deep water. This sign is a much loved fixture at the pool; one that has a place in the collective memory of many Victorians. However, what it represents often goes unsaid. The sign represents the way post-war immigration has changed Victoria. The presence of a sign in another language is accepted. It is not thought about. Its place at the pool is unquestioned. This sign is symbolic of the way post-war migration has changed us all, in ways that are tangible and that we as migrants and non-migrants alike can see and acknowledge.

Cultural exchange

The arrival of new migrants in Victoria in the post-war period resulted in a constant cultural exchange between migrants and non-migrant groups. This dialogue, and the tangible and intangible reflections of it, are important elements of the social significance of post-war migration in Victoria. 

Initially, migrants and migrant groups were seen as foreigners that needed to be integrated into Australian society. The culture and mores they brought with them were seen as a hindrance to their absorption into Australian society. In 1950, the Australian Government held a Citizenship Convention. As a result of the convention (which was criticised for its failure to invite representatives from migrant groups to attend) the government established the Good Neighbour Movement. It was intended to embody and bring about the establishment of a network of community support for immigrants. However, it fell severely short in its aims and became a vehicle for the encouragement of assimilation. 

Over the following decades the deficiencies of the Good Neighbour Movement and the government aid bodies that it established became increasingly clear. In 1979 on the recommendation of the Galbally report it was disbanded. Funding was directed to the newly created Ethnic Communities’ Council and attitudes to settlement began to change.
 So too did the dialogue between migrant and non-migrant groups that, ultimately, changed us all.

There are many tangible examples of the cultural exchange that has occurred. They are as simple as the diversity in names that can be found on school attendance roles, on office doors, and that belong to community leaders and politicians on a local, state and federal government level. This basic symbol of diversity that is represented in a number of aspects of everyday life has become an accepted and often not thought about symbol of multiculturalism.

The way food is enjoyed and shared has also been influenced by post-war migration in Victoria. The concept of a shared Vietnamese meal in Richmond, or the practise of sitting and eating outside at café tables on the footpath are a further symbol of how different food cultures have changed in Victoria. Similarly, certain suburbs and locations around Victoria are specifically frequented because of the restaurants and cafes that specialise in particular cuisines. These cuisines often represent the migrant communities in that area. For example, the Ethiopian and Vietnamese restaurants on Racecourse Road in Flemington, or the Chinese restaurants in the suburb of Box Hill. What is particularly Interesting about these examples is that their clientele is both members of the migrant communities whose food and culture they represent and by the broader community. 
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Figure 26. Five teenagers on the school grounds at lunch time, Northcote. (Source: Darebin Library Collection)

Representation of migrant rights and support groups
As a result of the continuing dialogue between migrants and non-migrants in the post-war period, there is a strong history of migrant support groups and networks that represent the interests of migrant and refugee communities. 

The Department of Immigration in Australia established a Social Welfare Section in 1948, but, it was vastly under-resourced. By 1952 only twenty social workers were employed to cater for the needs of the half million migrants who had arrived in Australia since January 1947.
 State government, community, and ethno-centric groups stepped in to provide important support services. It was often upon arrival in Australia that migrants first came into contact with these groups.

Many of these groups began to emerge as migrant rights began to dominate the international arena. groups of migrants also formed groups to lobby the government regarding conditions for migrants and access to services. Non-government organisations led the way in Victoria in the provision of support and education networks for migrants. So too did the Victorian Council of Social Services which agitated for the rights of migrants, in particular female migrants, widows and unmarried women, from its establishment in the early 1950s. There were numerous other support and lobby groups in Victoria such as the Ecumenical Migration Centre, the Centre for Urban Research and Action, various Greek, Italian, Jewish, German, Maltese and other community lobby groups.
 

As the century progressed the Victorian Government continued to champion the cause of multiculturalism. The Ethnic Affairs Commission Act 1993 established the Ethnic Affairs Commission. Its aim was to ‘promote full participation by all groups in all aspects of community life; promote access by diverse groups to government services; encourage groups to retain their cultural identity; and to promote co-operation, harmony and understanding’.
 The Victorian Multicultural Commission then replaced the Ethnic Affairs Commission and furthered the ideas set out in the Act by ‘consulting with relevant individuals and organisations to determine the needs of diverse communities [working] to maintain harmonious relations between different cultural groups’. 

The Victorian Government’s stance on multiculturalism in the later part of the post-war period is clear and well documented. However, there is a need to trace and represent the dialogue that policy and the provision of migrant support services has inspired within the community. There is also a need to access the personal dialogue that has resulted from Victorian post-war immigration.

Potential places & objects 

Types of places and objects

Records of public debate and writing about these themes; placards and signs from public meetings, marches and events on issues relating to migration and race; premise of intercultural organisations and activities; multilingual signage; restaurants; markets.

Examples from Thematic History
Aqua Profonda sign at Fitzroy Swimming Pool; Restaurant precinct on Racecourse Road; Restaurant precinct in Box Hill; Ecumenical Migration Centre and CHOMI.

Registered Places

	Place Name
	Descriptor
	Locality
	VHR/VHI/HO/NTR

	Unity Hall
	Union Headquarter
	Melbourne
	VHI H782-1409

	Church of all Nations
	Church
	Carlton
	VHR H2179

	Pellegrini’s
	Cafe
	Melbourne
	NTR B6051

	Mission to Seamen Building
	Welfare
	Port Melbourne
	

	Don Bosco Youth Centre
	Italian influenced building
	Brunswick
	H0170

	"Aqua Profonda" sign, Fitzroy Pool
	Languages
	Fitzroy
	VHR H1687


Registered Objects

	Object Name
	Descriptor
	Repository/owner
	Catalogue Number

	They Escape Persecution 
	Poster detailing refugees and community activism
	Museum Victoria
	SH 911393

	Santospirito Collection
	Welfare - Photographs, postcards and documents relating to the efforts of the Archbishop's Italian Relief Committee to provide welfare and assistance to Italian migrants during WWII and the postwar period.
	Italian Historical Society
	

	COASIT Records and Archives
	Collection of COASIT Italian Assistance Association internal records and memorabilia.
	Italian Historical Society
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